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The project aim is to provide a multi-role oceanographic research vessel comprising state of the art facilities and capable of operating worldwide (tropics to ice 
edge) in support of leading edge multi-disciplinary research. The vessel will be primarily for deep ocean research but is also capable of conducting continental 
margin studies.

The new vessel will complement the RRS James Cook which was brought into service in March 2007. Lessons have been learnt from the James Cook Project p g j
which are being taken forward in the development of the Discovery replacement.

Funding for the project is being provided by NERC and a capital allocation of £48M from the Science Budget via the Large Facilities Capital Fund administered 
by the Department for Business, Innovation & Skills (BIS).  
. 

Future Timescales

For further details on the project in general please refer to: 
http://www.noc.soton.ac.uk/nmf/discovery_replacement_project/d4rpintroduction.html

April 2012 Hull Launch
2012 Outfitting
2013 Equipment Run Up & Sea trials
June 2013 Delivery to NERCy
June – Nov 2013 Commissioning, Familiarisation and Deep Water Trials Science Equipment
End 2013 Available for Science Programmes


